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0.4 Advanced Driving

Advanced driving

Many people see the words ‘advanced
driving’ and believe that it won't interest them
or that it is a style of driving beyond their own
abilities. Nothing could be further from the
truth. Advanced driving is straightforward
safe, sensible driving - the sort of driving we
should all do every time we get behind the
wheel.

An average of 10 people are killed every day
on UK roads and 870 more are injured, some
seriously. Lives are ruined daily, usually
because somebody did something stupid.
Something like 95% of all accidents are due
to human error, mostly driver failure.
Sometimes we make genuine mistakes -
everyone does. Sometimes we have lapses of
concentration. Sometimes we deliberately
take risks.

For many people, the process of ‘learning to
drive’ doesn’t go much further than learning
how to pass the driving test because of a
common belief that good drivers are made by
‘experience’.

Learning to drive by ‘experience’ teaches
three driving skills:

[1 Quick reactions. (Whoops, that was
closel)

[} Good handling skills. (Horn, swerve,
brake, horn).

[ Reliance on vehicle technology. (Great
stuff this ABS, stop in no distance even in
the wet...)

Drivers whose skills are ‘experience based’
generally have a lot of near misses and the
odd accident. The resuits can be seen every
day in our courts and our hospital casualty
departments.

Advanced drivers have learnt to control the
risks by controlling the position and speed of
their vehicle. They avoid accidents and near
misses, even if the drivers around them make
mistakes.

The key skills of advanced driving are
concentration, effective all-round

observation, anticipation and planning.
When good vehicle handling is added to

these skills, all driving situations can be
approached and negotiated in a safe,
methodical way, leaving nothing to chance.

Concentration means applying your mind to
safe driving, completely excluding anything
that's not relevant. Driving is usually the most
dangerous activity that most of us undertake
in our daily routines. It deserves our full
attention.

Observation means not just looking, but
seeing and seeking out the information found
in the driving environment.

Anticipation means asking yourself what is
happening, what you can reasonably expect
to happen and what could happen
unexpectedly. (One of the commonest words
used in compiling accident reports is
‘suddenly’.)

Planning is the link between seeing
something and taking the appropriate
action. For many drivers, planning is the
missing link.

if you want to become a safer and more skilful
driver and you want to enjoy your driving more,
contact the Institute of Advanced Motorists at
www.iam.org.uk, phone 0208 996 9600, or
write 10 1AM House, 510 Chiswick High Road,
London W4 5RG for an information pack.



Safety First! o

Working on your car can be dangerous.
This page shows just some of the potential
risks and hazards, with the aim of creating a
safety-conscious attitude.

General hazards
Scalding

« Don't remove the radiator or expansion
tank cap while the engine is hot.

« Engine oil, automatic transmission fiuid or
power steering fluid may also be dangerously
hot if the engine has recently been running.

Burning

« Beware of burns from the exhaust system
and from any part of the engine. Brake discs
and drums can also be extremely hot
immediately after use.

Crushing

 When working under or near g
a raised vehicle, ‘”E‘\ c?
always LA oHie,
supplement the = G 5= o

jack with axle

=\
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ramps.
Never
venture
under a car which

is only supported by a jack.

o Take care if loosening or tightening high-
torque nuts when the vehicle is on stands.
Initial loosening and final tightening should be
done with the wheels on the ground.

Fire

o Fuel is highly flammable; fuel vapour is
explosive.

« Don't let fuel spill onto a hot engine.

« Do not smoke or allow naked lights
(including pilot lights) anywhere near a
vehicle being worked on. Aiso beware of
creating sparks

(electrically or by use of tools).

o Fuel vapour is heavier than air, so don’t
work on the fuel system with the vehicle over
an inspection pit.

« Another cause of fire is an electrical
overload or short-circuit. Take care when
repairing or modifying the vehicle wiring.

« Keep a fire extinguisher handy, of a type
suitable for use on fuel and electrical fires.

Electricshock ., ¢ (7

o Ignition HT -
voltage can be
dangerous,
especially to ~
people with heart
problems or a v
pacemaker. Dont -
work on or near the
ignition system with
the engine running or
the ignition switched on.

.
a\ Jpm Y
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o Mains voltage is also dangerous. Make
sure that any mains-operated equipment is
correctly earthed. Mains power points should
be protected by a residual current device
(RCD) circuit breaker.

Fume or gas intoxication

e Exhaust fumes are
poisonous; they often
contain carbon
monoxide, which is
rapidly fatal if inhaled.
Never run the
engine in a

confined space
such as a garage
with the doors shut.
« Fuel vapour is also
poisonous, as are the vapours from some
cleaning solvents and paint thinners.

Poisonous or irritant substances

o Avoid skin contact with battery acid and
with any fuel, fluid or lubricant, especially
antifreeze, brake hydrautic fluid and Diesel
fuel. Don’t syphon them by mouth. If such a
substance is swallowed or gets into the eyes,
seek medical advice.

» Prolonged contact with used engine oil can
cause skin cancer. Wear gloves or use &
barrier cream if necessary. Change out of oil-
soaked clothes and do not keep oily rags in
your pocket.

o Air conditioning refrigerant forms a
poisonous gas if exposed to a naked flame
{including a cigarette). It can also cause skin
burns on contact.

Asbestos

» Asbestos dust can cause cancer if inhaled
or swallowed. Asbestos may be found in
gaskets and in brake and clutch linings.
When dealing with such components it is
safest to assume that they contain asbestos.

Special hazards

Hydrofluoric acid

o This extremely corrosive acid is formed
when certain types of synthetic rubber, found
in some O-rings, oil seals, fuel hoses etc, are
exposed to temperatures above 400°C. The
rubber changes into a charred or sticky
substance containing the acid. Once formed,
the acid remains dangerous for years. If it
gets onto the skin, it may be necessary to
amputate the limb concerned.

» When dealing with a vehicle which has
suffered a fire, or with components salvaged
from such a vehicle, wear protective gloves
and discard them after use.

The battery

o Batteries contain sulphuric acid, which
attacks clothing, eyes and skin. Take care
when topping-up or carrying the battery.

e The hydrogen gas given off by the battery
is highly explosive. Never cause a spark or
aliow a naked light nearby. Be careful when
connecting and disconnecting battery
chargers or jump leads.

Air bags

» Air bags can cause injury if they go off
accidentally. Take care when removing the
steering wheel and/or facia. Special storage
instructions may apply.

Diesel injection equipment

» Diese! injection pumps supply fuel at very
high pressure. Take care when working on
the fuel injectors and fuel pipes.

Warning: Never expose the hands,
face or any other part of the body
to injector spray; the fuel can

penetrate the skin with potentially fatal
results.

'Remember...
il

s Douse eye protection When ué'mg power
tools, and when working under the vehicle.

' Do wear gloves or use barrier cream to
_protect your hands when necessary.

« Do get someone to check periodically
that ali is well ‘when working alons on the
vehicle. .

Do keep loose clothing énd long hair well
out of the way Qf moving mechanical parts.

¢ Do remove rings, wristwatch etc, before
working on the vehicle ~ especially the
electrical system.

-« Do ensure that any lifting or jacking
equipment has a safe working load rating
adequate for the job.

DON'T

- & Dor't attempt to lift a heavy component

which may be beyond your capability - get
assistance. .

 Don't rush to finish a job, or take
unverified short cuts.

e Don't use ill-fitting tools which may slip
and cause injury.

+ Don't leave tools or parts lying around

- where someone can trip over them, Mo

up oit and fuel spills at once. .

» Don't allow children or pets to play in or
near a vehicle being worked on.




oes INtroduction

The Skoda Fabia models covered by this
manual were manufactured between March
2000 and December 2005.

Models included in this Manual are available
with 1.2 litre 3-cylinder SOHC 6-valve, 1.2 litre
3-cylinder DOHC 12-valve, 1.4 litre 4-cylinder
8-valve, and 1.4 litre 4-cylinder 16-valve
petrol engines. The diesel engines available
are 1.4 litre 3-cylinder (6-valve) and 1.9 litre
4-cylinder (8-valve). 1.0 litre OHV and 2.0 litre

16-valve petrol engines are not covered in this
Manual. 1.9 litre diesel engines are available
in normally-aspirated and turbocharged
versions. All petrol engines use multi-point fuel
injection, and are fitted with a wide range of
emission control systems. All the engines are
of a well-proven design and, provided regular
maintenance is carried out, are unlikely to give
trouble.

Skoda Fabia models are available in 5-door

Hatchback, 4-door Saloon and 5-door Estate
bodystyles.

Fully-independent front suspension is fitted,
with the components attached to a subframe
assembly; the rear suspension is semi-
independent, with a torsion beam and trailing
arms.

A five-speed manual gearbox is fitted, with
a four-speed automatic gearbox available as
an option for 1.4 litre 16-valve petrol engine
models. Note: At the time of writing, no
information was available for the 6-speed
gearbox (code 0A8) fitted to vRS models.

A wide range of standard and optional
equipment is available within the model
range to suit most tastes, including anti-lock
braking, traction control and air conditioning.

For the home mechanic, Skoda Fabia
models are straightforward vehicles to
maintain, and most of the items requiring
frequent attention are easily accessible.

Your Skoda Fabia Manual

The aim of this manual is to help you get
the best value from your vehicle. It can do
so in several ways. It can help you decide
what work must be done (even should you
choose to get it done by a garage). It will also
provide information on routine maintenance
and servicing, and give a logical course of
action and diagnosis when random faults
occur. However, it is hoped that you will use
the manual by tackling the work yourself.
On simpler jobs it may even be quicker than
booking the car into a garage and going there
twice, to leave and collect it. Perhaps most
important, a lot of money can be saved by
avoiding the costs a garage must charge to
cover its labour and overheads.

The manual has drawings and descriptions
to show the function of the various components
so that their layout can be understood. Tasks
are described and photographed in a clear
step-by-step sequence.

References to the ‘left’ and ‘right’ of the
vehicle are in the sense of a person in the
driver’s seat facing forward.

Acknowledgements
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and to all those people at Sparkford who
helped in the production of this manual.

This manual is not a direct reproduction
of the vehicle manufacturer’s data, and its
publication should not be taken as implying
any technical approval by the vehicle
manufacturers or importers.

We take great pride in the accuracy
of information given in this manual, but
vehicle manufacturers make alterations
and design changes during the production
run of a particular vehicle of which they
do not inform us. No liability can be
accepted by the authors or publishers
for loss, damage or injury caused by
any errors in, or omissions from, the
information given.




Roadside repairs o

The following pages are intended to help in dealing with common roadside emergencies and breakdowns. You will find more
detailed fault finding information at the back of the manual, and repair information in the main chapters.

If your car won’t start and
the starter motor doesn’t
turn

[ Ifit's a model with automatic transmission, make sure the selector
isin P orN.

[] Open the bonnet and make sure that the battery terminals are
clean and tight.

[] Switch on the headiights and try to start the engine. If the
headlights go very dim when you're trying to start, the battery is

probably flat. Get out of trouble by jump starting (see next page)
using a friend’s car.

Check the condition and security of the

first)

M. 2

Check that electrical connections are secure (with the ignition switched off) and spray them with
a water-dispersant spray like WD-40 if you suspect a problem due to damp

B Check the fuses and fusible links in t
battery connections (remove the cover fusebox located on top of the battery

If your car won'’t start even
though the starter motor
turns as normal

] s there fuel in the tank?

] s there moisture on electrical components under the bonnet?
Switch off the ignition, then wipe off any obvious dampness with
a dry cloth. Spray a water-repellent aerosol product (WD-40 or
equivalent) on ignition and fuel system electrical connectors like
those shown in the photos. (Note that diesel engines don’t usually
suffer from damp).

he CCheck the wiring to the ignition coils
beneath the engine top cover (petrol
modeis only)

D Check that all engine wiring is secure
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Jump starting

When jump-starting a car using a booster
battery, observe the following precautions:
v Before connecting the booster battery,
make sure that the ignition is switched
off.

Ensure that all electrical equipment
(lights, heater, wipers, etc) is switched off.

Take note of any special precautions
printed on the battery case.

£ Connect one end of the red jump lead to
the positive (+) terminal of the flat
battery

¢ Make sure that the booster battery is the
same voltage as the discharged one in
the vehicle.

If the battery is being jump-started from
the battery in another vehicle, the two
vehicles MUST NOT TOUCH each other.

Make sure that the transmission is in
neutral (or PARK, in the case of automatic
transmission).

Connect the other end of the red lead to
the positive (+) terminal of the booster
battery.

Jump starting wili get you out
of trouble, but you must correéct
whatever made the battery go
flat in the first place. There are
three possibilities:

The battery has been drained by
repeated attempts to start, or by

1

feaving the lights on.

2The charging system is not working
properly {alternator drivebelt slack
or broken, alternator wiring fault or
alternator itself fauity),

The battery itself is at fault
{electrolyte low, or battery worn oul).

' Connect one end of the black jump lead
0 the negative (-) terminal of the booster
| battery

Connect the other end of the black jump
lead to a suitable metal part of the engine
_ on the vehicle to be started

Make sure that the jump leads will not
come into contact with the fan, drive-
belts or other moving parts of the engine.

Start the engine using the booster
battery and run it at idle speed. Switch
on the lights, rear window demister and
heater blower motor, then disconnect
he jump leads in the reverse order of
connection. Turn off the lights etc.



Roadside repairs o-

Wheel changing

Caution: Some of the details shown here will vary according to model,

Warning: Do not change a wheel in a situation where you risk being hit by other traffic. On busy roads, try to stop in a lay-by or
a gateway. Be wary of passing traffic while changing the wheel - it is easy to become distracted by the job in hand.

Preparation

1 When a puncture occurs, stop as soon as
it is safe to do so.

[] Park on firm level ground, if possible, and
well out of the way of other traffic.

[ Use hazard warning lights if necessary.

Changing the wheel

1 The spare wheel and tools are stored in

the luggage compartment. Lift out the

jack and wheel changing tools from the
centre of the spare wheel.

4 Slacken each wheel bolt by half a turn
(using the special splined adapter for the
anti-theft bolt).

7 Securely tighten the wheel bolts in the
sequence shown then refit the wheel trim/
hub cap. Stow the punctured wheel back
in the spare wheel well. Note that the wheel
bolts should be tightened to the specified
torque at the earliest possible opportunity.

[] Chock the wheel diagonally opposite the
one being removed - a couple of large
stones will do for this.

[} ifthe ground is soft, use @ fiat piece of
wood to spread the load under the jack.

1 Y you have one, use a warning triangle to
alert other drivers of your presence.

7 Apply the handbrake and engage first
or reverse gear (or P on models with
automatic transmission).

Unscrew the retainer and lift out the

3 Use the wire hook to remove the wheel
wheel.

trim. Where applicable, use the plastic
puller from the tool kit to remove the
cover from the anti-theft wheel bolt.

Locate the jack below the reinforced point
on the sill (don’t jack the vehicle at any
other point of the sill) and on firm ground, bolt) and remove the wheel. Fit the spare

6Unscrew the wheel bolts {using the
special splined adapter for the anti-theft

wheel, and screw in the bolts. Lightly tighten
the bolts with the wheelbrace then lower the
vehicle to the ground.

then turn the jack handie clockwise until the
wheel is raised clear of the ground.

Finally ...

] Remove the whee! chocks.

[] Stow the jack and tools in the spare wheel.

[ Check the tyre pressure on the wheel just fitted. If it is low, or if you don’t have a pressure
gauge with you, drive slowly to the nearest garage and inflate the tyre to the correct
pressure.

Note: If a temporary ‘space-saver’ spare wheel has been fitted, special conditions apply to its use.

This type of spare wheel is only intended for use in an emergency, and should not remain fitted any

longer than it takes fo get the punctured wheel repaired. While the temporary wheel is in use, ensure

it is inflated to the correct pressure, do not exceed 50 mph (80 kph), and avoid harsh acceleration,
braking or comering.
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Identifying leaks

Puddles on the garage floor or drive, or
obvious wetness under the bonnet or
underneath the car, suggest a leak that needs
investigating. it can sometimes be difficult to
decide where the leak is coming from,
especially if the engine bay is very dirty
already. Leaking oil or fluid can also be blown
rearwards by the passage of air under the car,
giving a false impression of where the
problem lies.

Sump oil

Engine oil may leak fom the drain plg... »

Antifreeze

Leaking antifreeze often leaves a crystalline
deposit like this.

Warning: Most automotive oils
and fluids are poisonous, Wash
them off skin, and change out
of contaminated clothing,
without delay.

A\

Oil from filter

...or from the base of the oil filer.

Brake fluid

Aleak occurrmg ata weel is almost
certainly brake fluid.

PRy [he smell of a fluid Ieakmg
from the car may provide a
m clue to what’s leaking. Some
fluids are distinctively coloured.
1t may help to clean the car carefully |
and to park it over some clean paper
overnight as an aid to locatlng the
source of the leak. |
Remember that some leaks may only |
occur while the engme is runnmg .

Gearbox oil

Geabox oil can leak from the seals at the
inboard ends of the driveshafts.

Power steering fluid

Power steering fluid ay leak from the pipe
connectors on the steering rack.

Towing

When all else fails, you may find yourself
having to get a tow home — or of course you
may be helping somebody else. Long-distance
recovery should only be done by a garage or
breakdown service. For shorter distances, DIY
towing using another car is easy enough, but
observe the following points:

[JUse a proper tow-rope - they are not
expensive. The vehicle being towed must
display an ON TOW sign in its rear window.
[JAlways turn the ignition key to the ‘On’
position when the vehicle is being towed,
so that the steering lock is released, and the
direction indicator and brake lights work.
[JOnly attach the tow-rope to the towing eyes
provided.

[IBefore being towed, release the handbrake
and select neutral on the transmission. On
models with automatic transmission, do not
exceed 30 mph (50 kph) and do not tow for
more than 30 miles (50 km). If in doubt, do not
tow, or transmission damage may result.
[[INote that greater-than-usual pedal pressure
will be required to operate the brakes, since
the vacuum servo unit is only operational with
the engine running.

[[IBecause the power steering will not be
operational, greater-than-usual steering effort
will be required.

CiThe driver of the car being towed must
keep the tow-rope taut at all times to avoid
snatching.

[_IMake sure that both drivers know the route
before setting off.

[ ]Only drive at moderate speeds and keep the
distance towed to a minimum. Drive smoothly
and allow plenty of time for siowing down at
junctions.

[[JThe front towing eye is located in the tool
kit, and is screwed into position behind the
vent/cover on the right-hand side of the front
bumper. The eye has a left-hand thread.
[[IThe rear towing eye is located beneath the
right-hand side of the rear bumper.
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introduction

There are some very simple checks which
need only take a few minutes to carry out, but
which could save you a lot of inconvenience
and expense.

These Weekly checks require no great skill or
special tools, and the small amount of time
they take to perform couid prove to be very
well spent, for example:

[[IKeeping an eye on tyre condition and
pressures, will not only help to stop them
wearing out prematurely, but could also save
your life.

[IMany breakdowns are caused by electrical
problems. Battery-related faults are particularly
common, and a quick check on a regular basis
will often prevent the majority of these.

[} your car develops a brake fluid leak, the
first time you might know about it is when your
brakes don’t work properly. Checking the level
regularly will give advance warning of this kind
of problem.

[1if the oil or coolant levels run low, the cost
of repairing any engine damage will be far
greater than fixing the leak, for example.

Underbonnet check points

<« 1.2 litre petrol
DOHC

A Engine oil level dipstick
B Engine oil filler cap

€ Coolant expansion tank
D Brake fluid reservoir

E Power steering fluid
reservoir

F Screen washer fluid
reservoir

G Battery

<« 1.4 litre petrol
OHV

A Engine oil level dipstick
B £ngine oil filler cap

C Coolant expansion tank
D Brake fluid reservoir

E Power steering fluid
reservoir

F Screen washer fluid
reservoir

G Battery
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<« 1.4 litre petrol
DOHC

A Engine oil level dipstick
B Engine oil filler cap

C Coolant expansion tank
D Brake fluid reservoir

E Power steering fluid
reservoir

F Screen washer fluid
reservoir

G Battery

<« 1.4 litre diesel

A Engine oil level dipstick
B Engine oil filler cap

C Coolant expansion tank
D Brake fluid reservoir

E Power steering fluid
reservoir

F Screen washer fluid
reservoir

G Battery
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<« 1.9 litre diesel

A Engine oil level dipstick
B Engine oil filler cap

C Coolant expansion tank
D Brake fluid reservoir

E Power steering fluid
reservoir

F Screen washer fluid
reservoir

G Battery

Engine oil level

Before you start

v Make sure that the car is on level ground.
v Check the oil level before the car is driven,
or at least 5 minutes after the engine has been
switched off.

MUY /f the oil is checked
_ immediately after driving the

vehicle, some of the oil will - S

remain in the upper engine The dipstick is often brightly coloured
 components, resulting in an inaccurate : for easy identification (see Underbonnet
. reading on the dipstick. ‘ check points for exact location). Withdraw
e - - - the dipstick, then use a clean rag or paper
towel to wipe the oil from it. Insert the clean
dipstick into the tube as far as it will go, then
withdraw it again.

The correct oil

Modern engines place great demands on their
oil. It is very important that the correct oil for
your car is used (see Lubricants and fuids).

Car care

® If you have to add oil frequently, you should
check whether you have any oil leaks. Place
some clean paper under the car overnight,
and check for stains in the morning. If there
are no leaks, then the engine may be burning
oil.

@ Always maintain the level between the
upper and lower dipstick marks. If the level is
too low, severe engine damage may occur. Oil
seal failure may result if the engine is overfilled

! ! Oil is added through the filler cap
by adding too much oil.

aperture. Unscrew the cap.

MAX MIN

Note the level on the end of the dipstick,
which should be between the upper
(MAX) and lower (MIN) mark.

- _ i

4 Place some cloth rags around the filler
cap aperture, if necessary, then top-up

the level. A funnel may help to reduce
spillage. Add the oil slowly, checking the level
on the dipstick frequently. Avoid overfilling
(see Car care).
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Coolant level

A

Warning: Do not attempt to
remove the expansion tank
pressure cap when the engine is
hot, as there is a very great risk
of scalding. Do not leave open
containers of coolant about, as it
is poisonous.

level
temperature of the engine. When the
engine is cold, the coolant level should
be between the MIN and MAX marks.

1 The coolant varies with the

Car Care

@ With a sealed-type cooling system, adding
coolant should not be necessary on a regular
basis. If frequent topping-up is required, it is
likely there is a leak. Check the radiator, all
hoses and joint faces for signs of staining or
wetness, and rectify as necessary.

If topping-up is necessary, wait until the
engine is cold. Slowly unscrew the cap
to release any pressure present in the
cooling system, and remove the cap.

2

® it is important that antifreeze is used in the
cooling system all year round, not just during
the winter months. Don’t top up with water
alone, as the antifreeze will become diluted.

i

3 Add a mixture of water and the specified
antifreeze (see Lubricants and fluids) to

the expansion tank until the coolant level
is halfway between the level marks. Refit the
cap and tighten it securely.

Brake (and clutch) fluid level

Note: On manual transmission models, the
fluid reservoir also supplies the clutch master
cylinder with fluid

Before you start

v Make sure that the car is on level ground.

v Cleaniiness is of great importance when
dealing with the braking system, so take
care to clean around the reservoir cap before
topping-up. Use only clean brake fluid.

1 The MIN and MAX marks are indicated on
the reservoir. The fluid level must be kept
between the marks at all times. Note that
the level will drop naturally as the brake pad
linings wear, but must never be allowed to fall
below the MIN mark.

Safety first!

® if the reservoir requires repeated topping-up,
this is an indication of a fiuid leak somewhere
in the system, which should be investigated
immediately.

® If a leak is suspected, the car should not
be driven until the braking system has been
checked. Never take any risks where brakes
are concerned.

If topping-up is necessary, first wipe
clean the area around the filler cap to
prevent dirt entering the hydraulic system.
Unscrew and remove the reservoir cap.

2

Warning: Brake fluid can harm
your eyes and damage painted
surfaces, so use extreme caution
when handling and pouring it.
Do not use fluid which has been
standing open for some time, as
it absorbs moisture from the air,
which can cause a dangerous loss
of braking effectiveness.

A

%

3 Carefully add fluid, taking care not to spill
it onto the surrounding components. Use

only the specified fluid (see Lubricants
and fluids); mixing different types can cause
damage to the system. On completion,
securely refit the cap and wipe away any spilt
fluid.
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Washer fluid level

® Screenwash additives not only keep the
windscreen clean during bad weather, they
also prevent the washer system freezing in
cold weather — which is when you are likely to
need it most. Don’t top-up using plain water,
as the screenwash will become diluted, and
will freeze in cold weather.

Warning: On no account use
A engine coolant antifreeze in the

screen washer system - this may
damage the paintwork.

The screenwash fluid reservoir is located

on the left-hand side of the engine

compartment, behind the headlight.
Pull up the filler cap to release it from the
reservoir.

When topping-up the reservoir, a
screenwash additive should be added
in the quantities recommended on the
bottle.

Battery

Caution: Before carrying out any work on
the vehicle battery, read the precautions
given in ‘Safety first!’ at the start of this
manual.

v Make sure that the battery tray is in
good condition, and that the clamp is tight.
Corrosion on the tray, retaining clamp and the
battery itself can be removed with a solution
of water and baking soda. Thoroughly rinse
all cleaned areas with water. Any metal parts
damaged by corrosion should be covered with
a zinc-based primer, then painted.

v Periodically (approximately every three
months), check the charge condition of the
battery as described in Chapter 5A.

v If the battery is flat, and you need to jump
start your vehicle, see Roadside Repairs.

!5 -‘

The battery is located in the front left-

hand corner of the engine compartment.

Remove the heat protective cover by
pressing the side buttons to gain access to the
battery terminals. The exterior of the battery
should be inspected periodically for damage
such as a cracked case or cover,

If corrosion (white, fluffy deposits) is

evident, remove the cables from the

battery terminals {refer to Disconnecting
the battery in the Reference chapter at the
end of this manual), clean them with a small
wire brush, then refit them. Automotive stores
sell a tool for cleaning the battery post. ..

Check the security and condition of all
the battery and fuse connections. The
exterior of the battery should be inspected

periodically for damage such as a cracked

case or cover.

... as well as the battery cable clamps.
Note: Skoda specifically prohibit the use
of grease on the battery terminals.
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Tyre condition and pressure

It is very important that tyres are in good
condition, and at the correct pressure - having
a tyre failure at any speed is highly dangerous.
Tyre wear is influenced by driving style - harsh
braking and acceleration, or fast cornering,
will all produce more rapid tyre wear. As a
general rule, the front tyres wear out faster
than the rears. interchanging the tyres from
front to rear (“rotating” the tyres) may result in
more even wear. However, if this is

completely effective, you may have the
expense of replacing all four tyres at oncel!

Remove any nails or stones embedded in the
tread before they penetrate the tyre to cause
deflation. If removal of a nail does reveal that

Tread Depth - visual chec

The original tyres have tread wear safety
bands (B), which will appear when the tread
depth reaches approximately 1.6 mm. The
band positions are indicated by a triangular
mark on the tyre sidewall (A).

I

Shoulder Wear

Tyre tread wear patterns

the tyre has been punctured, refit the nail so
that its point of penetration is marked. Then
immediately change the wheel, and have the
tyre repaired by a tyre dealer.

Regularly check the tyres for damage in the
form of cuts or bulges, especially in the
sidewalls. Periodically remove the wheels,
and clean any dirt or mud from the inside and
outside surfaces. Examine the wheel rims for
signs of rusting, corrosion or other damage.
Light alloy wheels are easily damaged by
"kerbing" whilst parking; steel wheels may
also become dented or buckled. A new wheel
is very often the only way to overcome severe
damage.

Tead Depth - manal check

Alternatively, tread wear can be
monitored with a simple, inexpensive device
known as a tread depth indicator gauge.

New tyres should be balanced when they are
fitted, but it may become necessary to re-
balance them as they wear, or if the balance
weights fitted to the wheel rim should fall off.
Unbalanced tyres will wear more quickly, as
will the steering and suspension components.
Wheel imbalance is normally signified by
vibration, particularly at a certain speed
(typically around 50 mph). If this vibration is
felt only through the steering, then it is likely
that just the front wheels need balancing. If,
however, the vibration is felt through the
whole car, the rear wheels could be out of
balance. Wheel balancing should be carried
out by a tyre dealer or garage.

Tyre Pressure Check

Check the tyre pressures regularly with
the tyres cold. Do not adjust the tyre
pressures immediately after the vehicle has
been used, or an inaccurate setting will result.

Centre Wear

Uneven Wear

Underinflation (wear on both sides)
Under-inflation will cause overheating of the
tyre, because the tyre will flex too much, and
the tread will not sit correctly on the road
surface. This will cause a loss of grip and
excessive wear, not to mention the danger of
sudden tyre failure due to heat build-up.
Check and adjust pressures

Incorrect wheel camber (wear on one side)
Repair or renew suspension parts

Hard cornering

Reduce speed!

Overinflation

Over-inflation will cause rapid wear of the
centre part of the tyre tread, coupled with
reduced grip, harsher ride, and the danger of
shock damage occurring in the tyre casing.
Check and adjust pressures

If you sometimes have to inflate your car’s
tyres to the higher pressures specified for
maximum load or sustained high speed, don’t
forget to reduce the pressures to normal
afterwards.

Front tyres may wear unevenly as a result of
wheel misalignment. Most tyre dealers and
garages can check and adjust the wheel
alignment (or “tracking") for a modest charge.
Incorrect camber or castor

Repair or renew suspension parts
Malfunctioning suspension

Repair or renew suspension parts
Unbalanced wheel

Balance tyres

Incorrect toe setting

Adjust front wheel alignment

Note: The feathered edge of the tread which
typifies toe wear is best checked by feel,
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Electrical systems

v Check all external lights and the horn. Refer
to the appropriate Sections of Chapter 12 for
details if any of the circuits are found to be
inoperative.

If a single indicator light, brake light or

headlight has faited, it is likely that a bulb

has blown and will need to be renewed.
Refer to Chapter 12 for details. If both brake
lights have failed, it is possible that the brake
light switch operated by the brake pedal has
failed. Refer to Chapter 9 for details.

v Visually check all accessible wiring
connectors, harnesses and retaining clips for
security, and for signs of chafing or damage.

if more than one indicator light or headlight

has failed, it is likely that either a fuse has

blown or that there is a fault in the circuit
(see Electrical fault finding in Chapter 12). The
main fuses are in the fusebox beneath a cover
on the right-hand end of the facia panel. Use
a small screwdriver to prise off the cover. The
circuits protected by the fuses are shown on
the inside of the cover. Additional heavy duty
fuses and fusible links are in the fusebox
located on top of the battery.

FFYRAYTY If you need to check your

: brake lights and indicators

unaided, back up to a wall or

garage door and operate the

lights. The reflected light should show if
they are working properly. :

To renew a blown fuse, pull it from its

location in the fusebox, using the plastic

pliers provided. Fit a new fuse of the
same rating, available from car accessory
shops. It is important that you find the reason
that the fuse blew (see Electrical fault finding
in Chapter 12).

Wiper blades

Check the condition of the wiper blades;

if they are cracked or show any signs of

deterioration, or if the glass swept area
is smeared, renew them. For maximum clarity
of vision, wiper blades should be renewed
annually, as a matter of course.

To remove a windscreen wiper biade, pull

the arm fully away from the screen until it

locks. Swivel the blade through 90°, press
the locking tab with your fingers, and slide the
blade out of the hooked end of the arm.

Where applicable, don't forget to check

the tailgate wiper blade as well. To

remove the blade, depress the retaining
tab and slide the blade out of the hooked end
of the arm.
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Lubricants and fluids

Engine (petrol)

Standard (distance/time) serviceinterval ... ............. Multigrade engine oil, viscosity SAE 5W/40 to 20W/50, to
API SG/CD
LongLife (variable) serviceinterval . .................... Skoda LongLife engine oil (Skoda 503 00 or better)*
Engine (diesel)
Standard (distance/time) service interval ... ............. Multigrade engine oil, viscosity SAE 5W/40 to 20W/50, to
API SG/CD
LongLife (variable) serviceinterval . .................... Skoda LongLife engine oil (Skoda 506 00 or better)t
Coolingsystem. ................ ... .. Skoda additive G12 only (antifreeze and corrosion protection)
Manual transmission ................................ Skoda G50 synthetic gear oil, viscosity SAE 75W/90t
Automatic transmission
Main transmission. . ........... ... . i Skoda ATF
Finaldrive ....... ... .. Skoda G50 synthetic gear oil, viscosity SAE 75W/90
Brakingsystem............. ... ... .. ... ... ... . ..., Hydraulic fluid to SAE J1703F or DOT 4
Power steeringreservoir. ............................ Skoda hydraulic oil G 002 000

* A maximum of 0.5 litres of standard Skoda 502 00 oil may be used for topping-up when LongLife oil is unobtainable
¥ A maximum of 0.5 litres of standard Skoda 505 00 oil may be used for topping-up when LongLife oil is unobtainable
T At the time of writing, no information was available for the 6-speed transmission fitted to VRS models

Tyre pressures

Note: The recommended tyre pressures for each vehicle are given on a sticker attached to the rear of the fuel filler flap. The pressures given are
for the original equipment tyres — the recommended pressures may vary if any other make or type of tyre is fitted; check with the tyre manufacturer
or supplier for latest recommendations. The following pressures are typical.

Front Rear
Normalload ....... ... i i 2.0 bars (29 psi) 2.2 bars (32 psi)
Fullload ... .. 2.2 bars (32 psi) 2.8 bars (41 psi)

Note: Where a space-saver spare tyre is fitted, its pressure must be 4.2 bars (61 psi).




Chapter 1 Part A:

1Ae1

Routine maintenance and servicing -

petrol models

Contents Section number
Air filterelementrenewal . ... ... e 24
Airbagunitcheck . ... . i 19
Antifreeze CheCK. . . oo v it e e e 9
Automatic transmission fluid level check. . .................... 28
Auxiliary drivebelt check andrenewal . ....................... 26
Auxiliary drivebeltcheck. . ....... .. o il 8
Battery check. . ... .vii i 17
Brake (and clutch) fluidrenewal . . ......... .. ... ..o Ll 30
Brake hydraulic circuitcheck. ... ... oo 10
Brake pad/lining check. . ... .. ... o i 4
Coolantrenewal . ... ..ttt e 31
Driveshaftcheck. .. ...... . i i 15
Engine management self-diagnosis memory fault check ......... 21
Engine oilandfilterrenewal ... ... ... ... ... i 3
Exhaustsystemcheck...... ... ... oo 6
Headlight beam adjustment. ............ .. .o 11

Degrees of difficulty

Section number

Hinge and lock lubrication . ... ... ... . o i 18
Hose and fluid leakcheck . .......... . . i i 7
INTOdUCHON & . e it e e s 1
Manual transmission oil levelcheck. .. ........ ... .. oo 13
Pollen filter elementrenewal ... ...... ... .. . i 12
Power steering hydraulic fluid level check............... ... ... 27
Regular maintenance . ... i e 2
Resetting the service interval display. .. ....... .. ... ... o 5
Road test and exhaust emissionscheck . ..................... 23
Sparkplugrenewal. . . ... ... e 25
Steering and suspensioncheck.......... .. .. oo 16
Sunroof check and lubrication. . .......... ... ... o ool 22
Timingbeltrenewal ....... ... ... . i i 29
Underbody protectioncheck . ....... .. ..o il 14
Windscreen/tailgate/headlight washer systemcheck ............ 20

Easy, suitable for % Fairly easy, suitable % Fairly difficutt, % Difficult, suitable ?,E Very difficult, §
novice with little 9—% for beginner with % suitable for competent § for experienced DIY § suitable for expert A
experience A | some experience ¥ | DIY mechanic I | mechanic Ay | DIY or professional §
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Lubricantsand fluids. .. ........................ ... ...

Engine codes
1.2 litre:

Capacities

Engine oil - including filter
1.2 litre:

Enginecode AWY. ... i
Engine codes AZQandBME .............. ... ...

1.4 litre:

Engine codes AME, AQW, ATZ, AZEand AZF . .................
Engine codes AUA, BBY, AUBandBBZ ......................

Cooling system

12ltreengine ... ... ...

1.4 litre:

Engine codes AME, AQW, ATZ, AZEand AZF . .. .......couun. ..
Engine codes AUA, BBY,AUBandBBZ ......................

Transmission
Manual transmission:

Type 002, ..

Cooling system
Antifreeze mixture:

40% antifreeze . .. . ...
50% antifreeze . ... ...
Note: Refer to antifreeze manufacturer for latest recommendations.

lgnition system
Spark plugs:
1.2 litre:

Enginecode AWY. ... ... i

Engine codes AZQandBME ...................... ... ...,

1.4 litre:

Engine codes AME, AQW, ATZ, AZEand AZF . ...............
Engine codes AUA, BBY, AUBandBBZ ....................

Brakes

Brake pad minimum thickness:
Including backing plate:

0] £
Rear ...

Friction lining only:

Frontandrear.. . ... ...t

Torque wrench settings

Alternator mounting bolt. . . .......... ... ...
Automatic transmission level plug . . ............ i,
Manual gearbox filler/level plug . . .............o
Oil filter housing cap (1.2 litreengines) .........................
Roadwheel bolts. . ........... ... ... i

Refer to end of Weekly checks on page 018

AWY
AZQ, BME

AZE and AZF
AME, ATZ and AQW

AUA and BBY
AUB and BBZ

2.4 litres
2.8 litres

4.0 litres
3.2 litres

5.1 litres

6.0 litres
5.5 litres

1.9 litres
2.0 litres
5.7 litres

45 litres

Protection down to -25°C
Protection down to -35°C

Type

NGK PZFR5J-11
NGK ZFR 5P-G
Bosch F7 HER2
Bosch F7 HER2
NGK ZFR5P-G

Champion RC-89 PYC
NGK BKUR 6ET-10

7.0 mm
7.6 mm

2.0mm
1.5mm

Nm
20

25
25
120

30

Electrode gap

1.0 mm
0.9 mm
0.9 mm
0.9 mm
0.8 mm

0.8 mm
1.0 mm
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Maintenance schedule

The maintenance intervals ({(shown
overleaf) in this manual are provided with the
assumption that you, not the dealer, will be
carrying out the work. These are the minimum
intervals recommended by us for vehicles
driven daily. If you wish to keep your vehicle
in peak condition at all times, you may wish
to perform some of these procedures more
often. We encourage frequent maintenance,
since it enhances the efficiency, performance
and resale value of your vehicle.

When the vehicle is new, it should be
serviced by a dealer service department, in
order to preserve the factory warranty.

All Skoda models are equipped with
a service interval display indicator in the
instrument panel. Every time the engine
is started the panel will illuminate for
approximately 20 seconds with service
information. With the standard fixed interval
display, the service intervals are in accordance
with specific distances and time periods. With
the Longlife display, the service interval is
variable. Once the service interval has been
reached, the display will flash ‘OIL service’ for
an oil change service or 'INSP service’ for an
inspection service.

For models using the Longlife schedule,
the occurrence of either service reminder on

the display unit will depend on how the
vehicle is being used (number of starts,
length of journeys, vehicle speeds, brake pad
wear, bonnet opening frequency, fuel
consumption, oil level and oil temperature).
For example, if a vehicle is being used under
extreme driving conditions, the service may
occur at 10 000 miles, whereas, if the vehicle
is being used under moderate driving
conditions, it may occur at 20 000 miles,
although the maximum length of time
between INSP services is 2 years. It is
important to realise that this system is
completely variable according to how the
vehicle is being used, and therefore the
service should be carried out when indicated
on the display. Note: Models with the variable
service interval system are equipped with an
engine oil level sensor, brake pad wear
indicator, battery with a ‘magic eye’ charge
indicator, and a variable service indicator.
The Longlife variable service intervals are
only applicable to models with a PR number
of QG1 or QG2 (shown in the vehicle Service
Schedule booklet, on a service interval plate
inside the luggage compartment or on the
Next Service sticker located on the driver's
door pillar). For QG1 vehicles, the engine oil
change and all other maintenance procedures

are at variable intervals, however, for QG2
vehicles, the engine oil change and brake pad
check is carried out at fixed intervals but all
other maintenance procedures are at variable
intervals.

With the variable (Longlife) service
interval on models with a PR number of
QG1, the engine must only be filled with
the recommended Longlife engine oil (see
Recommended lubricants and fluids); on
models with a PR number of QG2, standard
engine oil can be used.

After completing a service, Skoda
technicians use a special instrument to
reset the service display to the next service
interval, and a print-out is put in the vehicle
service record. The display can be reset by
the owner as described in Section 5, but note
that for models using the Longlife interval
QG1, the procedure will automatically reset
the schedule to an amended Longlife interval
(QG2) in which oil renewal and brake pad
checks are based on distance/time while
every other system remains LongLife. To have
the display reset to the full LongLife schedule
(QG1), it is necessary to take the vehicle to a
Skoda dealer who will use a special instrument
to encode the on-board computer.
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very 250 miles or weekly
fer to Weekly checks

’ récemmend changmg the ol at least onice a year.
LG eck the front and rear brake pad thickness

‘[‘J Reset the servnce mterval dssp ay (Sechan 5)

‘INSP serv:ce on display

No addition to the ftems given above.

Df heck the condition of the exhaust system and its

_ mountings (Section 6)

eck all underbonnet cempcments and hoses for

d and oil leaks (Section 7) ;

ok the condltson of the auxmary drevebeit

on 8) ~

ck the coolant annfreeze concentrat:on

ection9)

[j Check the brake hydrauhc c:rcuat for leaks and
_damage (Section 10) ~

] Check the headlight beam adjustment (Section 11)

] Renew the pollen filter element (Section 12)

[] Check the manual transmission oil level (Section 13)

;[:] Check the underbody protection for damage

_ (Section 14)

ck the condition of the drsveshafts (Section 15)

heck the steering and suspension components

r condition and security (Section 16) -

EJ Check the battery condition,  security and

_ electrolyte level (Section 17

U Lubricate all hinges and locks (Section 18)

| Check the condition of the airbag unit(s) (Section 19

D Check the operation of the windscreen/tailgate/ ‘

 headlight washer system(s) (as applicable) (Section 20)

:D Check the engine management self-diagnosis
_memory for faults (Section 21)

D Check the operation of the sunroof and lubricate

__ the guide rails (Section 22)

[J.~ Carry out a road test and check exhaust emissions
(Section 23) -

Every 40 000 miles or 4 years
whichever comes first |

Note: Many dealers perform thesa tasks thh every secand INSP

serwce G .

[ ] Renew the air ﬁlter element (Section 24)

[ | Renew the spark plugs (Section 25)

[ ] Check the condition of the auxnhary dnvebelt
(Sect;on 26)
_J Check the power steenng hydrauhc ﬂuxd !eve!
(Section 27)

[ ] Check the automatic transmxssmn fluid Ievel
(Seotlcan 28) ‘ ‘

Every 60 000 miles
[ | Renew the timing belt (Section 29) -
Note: Skoda specify timing belt inspection after the first 60 000 mlles

_and then every 20 000 miles until the renewal interval of 120 000 miles,

however, if the vehicle Is used malnly for short journeys, we recommend
that this shorter renewal interval Is adhered to, The belt renewal interval
Is very much up to the individual owner but. ‘bearing in mind that severe
engine damage will result /f the belt breaks i in use, we necommend the"
shorter interval, ~

Every 2 years

j Renew the brake (and clutch) fluid (Sectlon 30)

[_| Renew the coolant (Section 31)" ‘

* Note: This work is not included.in the Skoda schedule and shou/d .
not be required if the recommended Skoda G12 Lonngfe coolant:
antifreeze/inhibitor is used. . -
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Underbonnet view of a 1.2 litre model

Engine oil filler cap
Engine oil dipstick
Coolant expansion tank
Windscreen/headlight
washer fluid reservoir
Power steering fluid
reservoir

Ignition coils and spark
plugs

Fuel injectors

Front suspension strut
upper mountings

Brake master cylinder
fluid reservoir

Inlet manifold

Air conditioning hoses
Brake ABS unit

Engine management ECU
Battery

EGR valve

Oxygen (lambda) sensor
Oil filter

Auxiliary drivebelt
Right-hand engine
mounting

Sump drain plug

Manual transmission

Rear engine mounting/link
Driveshaft

Anti-roll bar link

Front brake caliper
Steering track rod

Front suspension lower
arm

Front suspension
subframe

Exhaust front pipe
Auxiliary drivebelt

Air conditioning
compressor

Radiator electric cooling
fan

Cooling system drain plug
Oxygen sensor
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Rear underbody view of a 1.2 litre model

A W=

o O

10

AW~
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13
14
15
16

17

Rear axle assembly

Fuel tank

Rear brake flexible hose
Rear suspension coil
springs

Handbrake cables

Rear suspension shock
absorbers

Exhaust rear silencer and
tailpipe

Fuel tank filler pipe

Rear brake hydraulic lines
Fuel filter

Engine oil filler cap
Engine oil dipstick
Coolant expansion tank
Windscreen/headlight
washer fluid reservoir
Fuel injectors

Spark plugs

lgnition coil module
Right-hand engine
mounting

Auxiliary drivebelt
Alternator

Oil filter

Front suspension strut
upper mountings
Brake master cylinder
fluid reservoir

Engine management ECU
Air filter housing
Coolant distribution
housing

Battery
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Sump drain plug

Manual transmission
Rear engine mounting/link
Driveshaft

Anti-roll bar link

Front brake caliper
Steering track rod

Front suspension lower
arm

Front suspension
subframe

Alternator

Oil filter

Radiator electric cooling
fan

Radiator bottom hose
Radiator drain plug
Exhaust front pipe
Coolant pipe Ieadjng from
radiator to coolant pump

Engine oil filler cap
Engine oil dipstick
Coolant expansion tank
Windscreen/headlight
washer fluid reservoir
Battery

Spark plugs and HT coils
Fuel injectors
Right-hand engine
mounting

Front suspension strut
upper mountings

Brake master cylinder
fluid reservoir

Air conditioning lines
Brake ABS hydraulic unit
Engine management ECU
EGR unit

Front underbody view of a 1.4 litre OHV model
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Front underbody view of a 1.4 litre OHV model

Maintenance procedures

Sump drain plug

Manual transmission

Rear engine mounting/link

Driveshaft

Anti-roll bar link

Front brake caliper

Steering track rod

Front suspension lower

arm

Front suspension

subframe

10 Exhaust front pipe

11 Air conditioning
compressor

12 Radiator electric cooling

fan

ONOOOGHWN -

©

1 Introduction

This Chapter is designed to help the home
mechanic maintain his/her vehicle for safety,
economy, long life and peak performance.

The Chapter contains a master maintenance
schedule, followed by Sections dealing
specifically with each task in the schedule.
Visual checks, adjustments, component
renewal and other helpful items are included.
Refer to the accompanying illustrations of
the engine compartment and the underside
of the vehicle for the locations of the various
components.

Servicing your vehicle will provide a planned
maintenance programme, which should resuit
in a long and reliable service life. This is a
comprehensive plan, so maintaining some
items but not others will not produce the same
results.

As you service your vehicle, you will
discover that many of the procedures can
- and should - be grouped together, because
of the particular procedure being performed,
or because of the proximity of two otherwise
unrelated components to one another. For
example, if the vehicle is raised for any reason,
the exhaust can be inspected at the same time
as the suspension and steering components.

The first step in this maintenance
programme is to prepare yourself before the

actual work begins. Read through all the
Sections relevant to the work to be carried out,
then make a list and gather all the parts and
tools required. If a problem is encountered,
seek advice from a parts specialist, or a dealer
service department.

2 Regular maintenance

1 If, from the time the vehicle is new, the
routine maintenance schedule is followed
closely, and frequent checks are made of fluid
levels and high-wear items, as suggested
throughout this manual, the engine will be kept
in relatively good running condition, and the
need for additional work will be minimised.

2 It is possible that there will be times when
the engine is running poorly due to the lack
of regular maintenance. This is even more
likely if a used vehicle, which has not received
regular and frequent maintenance checks, is
purchased. In such cases, additional work
may need to be carried out, outside of the
regular maintenance intervals.

3 If engine wear is suspected, a compression
test (refer to Chapter 2A, 2B or 2C) will provide
valuable information regarding the overall
performance of the main internal components.
Such a test can be used as a basis to decide
on the extent of the work to be carried out.
if, for example, a compression test indicates
serious internal engine wear, conventional

maintenance as described in this Chapter will
not greatly improve the performance of the
engine, and may prove a waste of time and
money, unless extensive overhaul work is
carried out first.

4 The following series of operations are
those most often required to improve the
performance of a generally poor-running
engine:

Primary operations

a) Clean, inspect and test the battery (See
‘Weekly checks’).
b} Check all the engine-related fluids (See
‘Weekly checks’).
¢) Check the condition and tension of the
auxiliary drivebelt (Section 8).
d) Renew the spark plugs (Section 25).
e) Check the condition of the air filter, and
renew if necessary (Section 24).
f) Check the condition of all hoses, and
check for fluid leaks (Section 7).
5 If the above operations do not prove fully
effective, carry out the following secondary
operations:

Secondary operations

All items listed under Primary operations, plus
the following:
a) Check the charging system (see Chap-
ter 5A).
b) Check the ignition system (see Chapter 5B).
¢) Check the fuel system (see Chapter 4A).
d) Renew the ignition HT leads (where
applicable).
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‘OIL service’ on display

3 Engine oil and filter renewal N

S
N

Y

1 Frequent oil and filter changes are the most
important maintenance procedures which can
be undertaken by the DIY owner. As engine oil
ages, it becomes diluted and contaminated,
which leads to premature engine wear.

2 Before starting this procedure, gather ali
the necessary tools and materials. Also make
sure that you have plenty of clean rags and
newspapers handy, to mop-up any spills.
Ideally, the engine oil should be warm, as it
will drain better, and more built-up sludge will
be removed with it. Take care, however, not
to touch the exhaust or any other hot parts of
the engine when working under the vehicle. To
avoid any possibility of scalding, and to protect
yourself from possible skin irritants and other
harmful contaminants in used engine oils,
it is advisable to wear gloves when carrying
out this work. Access to the underside of the
vehicle will be greatly improved if it can be
raised on a lift, driven onto ramps, or jacked
up and supported on axle stands (see Jacking
and vehicle support). Whichever method is
chosen, make sure that the vehicle remains
level, or if it is at an angle, that the drain plug
is at the lowest point. Where necessary, undo
the retaining screws and remove the engine
undershield(s), then also remove the engine
top cover where applicable.

3.3 The engine oil drain plug location on
the sump

3.6 On 1.4 litre engines, the oil filier is
located on the front of the engine

3 Using a socket and wrench or a ring
spanner, slacken the drain plug about half a
turn {see illustration). Position the draining
container under the drain plug, then remove
the plug completely {see Haynes Hint).
Recover the sealing ring from the drain plug.
4 Allow some time for the old oil to drain,
noting that it may be necessary to reposition
the container as the oil flow slows to a trickle.
5 After all the oil has drained, wipe off the
drain plug with a clean rag, and fit a new
sealing washer. Clean the area around the
drain plug opening, and refit the plug. Tighten
the plug to the specified torque.

6 If the filter is also to be renewed, move the
container into position under the oil filter. On
1.2 litre engines, the filter is located beneath a
cap on the front right-hand end of the engine.
On 1.4 litre engines, the canister-type filter
is located on the front of the engine (see
iliustration).

7 On 1.2 litre engines, unscrew the cap
several turns from the oil filter housing until its
sealing face is level with the side peg. Leave
the cap in this position for at least one minute,
to allow the oil to drain from the filter and
housing. Cover the alternator with cloth rags,
to prevent entry of oil. Completely unscrew
the cap and withdraw it together with the

Keep the drain plug pressed into the
sump while unscrewing it by hand
the last couple of turns. As the plug
releases, move it away sharply so the
stream of oil issuing from the sump runs
into the container, not up your slesve.

filter. If the filter comes out together with the
cap, tap the cap bottom extension lightly on
a wooden base to release the filter. Using a
screwdriver, remove the O-ring seal from the
cap and discard it - a new one must be used
when refitting (see illustrations).

8 On 1.4 litre engines, using an oil filter
removal tool if necessary, slacken the filter
initially, then unscrew it by hand the rest of
the way. Empty the oil in the filter into the
container. Check the old filter to make sure
that the rubber sealing ring has not stuck to
the engine. If it has, carefully remove it.

9 Use a clean rag to remove all oil, dirt and
sludge from the filter housing and cap, or filter
sealing area (as applicable).

10 On 1.2 litre engines, fit a new O-ring seal
to the cap, then insert the new filter in the
housing and screw on the cap. Tighten the
cap to the specified torque. Wipe away any
excess oil.

11 On 1.4 litre engines, apply a light coating
of clean engine oil to the sealing ring on the
new fiiter, then screw it into position on the
engine. Tighten the filter firmly by hand only
- do not use any tools. Wipe away any excess
ail.

12 Remove the old oil and all tools from under
the car. Refit the engine undershield(s), tighten
the retaining screws securely, then lower the
car to the ground. Also refit the engine top
cover where applicable.

13 Remove the dipstick, then unscrew the oil
filler cap from the cylinder head cover. Fill the
engine, using the correct grade and type of oil
(see Lubricants and fluids). An oil can spout
or funnel may help to reduce spillage. Pour in
half the specified quantity of oil first, then wait
a few minutes for the oil to run to the sump.
Continue adding oil a smali quantity at a time
until the level is up to the maximum mark on
the dipstick. Refit the filler cap.

14 Start the engine and run it for a few
minutes; check for leaks around the oil filter
seal and the sump drain plug. Note that there
may be a few seconds delay before the oil
pressure warning light goes out when the
engine is started, as the oil circulates through
the engine oil galleries and the new oil filter
(where fitted) before the pressure builds-up.

3.7a Unscrew the cap and remove the oil
filter

3.7b Tap the bottom extension of the cap
to release the filter
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4.1 The outer brake pads can be observed
through the holes in the wheels

15 Switch off the engine, and wait a few

minutes for the oil to settle in the sump once

more. With the new oil circulated and the

filter completely full, recheck the level on the

dipstick, and add more oil as necessary.

16 Dispose of the used engine oil safely, with

reference to General repair procedures in the

Reference section of this manual.

4 Brake‘pad/!i‘ning check

Vi

Front and rear disc brakes

1 The outer brake pads can be checked
without removing the wheels, by observing the
brake pads through the holes in the wheels
{see illustration). If necessary, remove the
wheel trim. The thickness of the pad lining
must not be less than the dimension given in
the Specifications.

2 If the outer pads are worn near their limits, it
is worthwhile checking the inner pads as well.
Jack up vehicle and support it on axle stands
(see Jacking and vehicle support). Remove the
roadwheels.

3 Use a steel rule to check the thickness
of the brake pads, and compare with the
minimum thickness given in the Specifications
{see illustration).

4 For a comprehensive check, the brake
pads should be removed and cleaned. The
operation of the caliper can then also be
checked, and the condition of the brake disc

itself can be fully examined on both sides.
Refer to Chapter 9.

5 If any pad’s friction material is worn to the
specified minimum thickness or less, all four
pads at the front or rear, as applicable, must
be renewed as a set.

6 On completion of the check, refit the road-
wheels and lower the vehicle to the ground.

Rear drum brakes

7 Chock the front wheels, then jack up the
rear of the vehicle and support it on axle
stands (see Jacking and vehicle support).

8 For a quick check, the thickness of friction
material remaining on one of the brake shoes
can be observed through the hole in the brake
backplate which is exposed by prising out the
rubber sealing grommet. If a rod of the same
diameter as the specified minimum friction
material thickness is placed against the shoe
friction material, the amount of wear can be
assessed. A torch or inspection light will
probably be required. If the friction material
on any shoe is worn down to the specified
minimum thickness or less, all four shoes
must be renewed as a set.

9 For a comprehensive check, the brake
drum should be removed and cleaned. This
will allow the wheel cylinders to be checked,
and the condition of the brake drum itself to
be fully examined (see Chapter 9).

10 On completion of the check, refit the
roadwheels where removed, and lower the
vehicle to the ground.

5 Resetting the service interval o

display ‘ %
R
1 After all necessary maintenance work has
been completed, the service interval display
must be reset. Skoda technicians use a special
dedicated instrument to do this, and a print-
out is then put in the vehicle service record. it
is possible for the owner to reset the display
as described in the following paragraphs, but
note that on models with ‘Longlife’ service
intervals, there is no distinction between the
PR codes QG1 and QG2. If there is any doubt,
have the display reset by a Skoda dealership
using the special dedicated instrument.

‘INSP service’ on display

H31925

4.3 The thickness (a) of the brake pads
must not be less than the specified amount

2 To reset the standard display manually,
switch off the ignition, then press and hold
down the trip reset button beneath the
speedometer. Switch on the ignition and
observe the service interval, then hold the
button down for 10 seconds until ‘- - -* appears
followed by the trip readout. If the ‘Oil’ and
‘Insp’ intervals were reached at the same time,
depress the button again for 10 seconds to
reset the remaining interval.

3 Toreset the LongLife display manually, switch
off the ignition, then press and hold down the
trip reset button beneath the speedometer.
Switch on the ignition and release the reset
button, and note that the relevant service will
appear in the display. Turn the reset button
clockwise, and the display will now return to
normal. Switch off the ignition to complete the
resetting procedure. Do not zero the display
otherwise incorrect readings will be shown.

4 Note that for models using the Longlife
interval QG1, the procedure will automatically
reset the schedule to an amended Longlife
interval (QG2) in which oif renewal and brake
pad checks are based on distance/time while
every other system remains LongLife. To have
the display reset to the full LonglL.ife schedule
(QG1), it is necessary to take the vehicle to a
Skoda dealer who will use a special instrument
to encode the on-board computer.

6 Exhaust system check

i

Vi

1 With the engine cold (at least an hour
after the vehicle has been driven), check the
complete exhaust system from the engine to
the end of the tailpipe. The exhaust system is
most easily checked with the vehicle raised on
a hoist, or supported on axle stands, so that
the exhaust components are readily visible and
accessible (see Jacking and vehicle support).

2 Check the exhaust pipes and connections
for evidence of leaks, severe corrosion and
damage. Make sure that all brackets and
mountings are in good condition, and that all
relevant nuts and bolts are tight. Leakage at
any of the joints or in other parts of the system
will usually show up as a black sooty stain in
the vicinity of the leak.

3 Rattles and other noises can often be
traced to the exhaust system, especially the
brackets and mountings. Try to move the
pipes and silencers. If the components are
able to come into contact with the body or

suspension parts, secure the system with new
mountings. Otherwise separate the joints (if
possible} and twist the pipes as necessary to
provide additional clearance.

7 Hose and ﬂkﬂid ;eakkch eck _—

1 Visually inspect the engine joint faces,
gaskets and seals for any signs of water or
oil leaks, Pay particular attention to the areas
around the camshaft cover, cylinder head, ol
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fiter and sump joint faces. Bear in mind that,
over a period of time, some very slight seepage
from these areas is to be expected — what
you are really looking for is any indication of a
serious leak. Should a ieak be found, renew the
offending gasket or ofl seal by referring to the
appropriate Chapters in this manual.

2 Also check the security and condition of all
the engine-related pipes and hoses. Ensure
that all cable-ties or securing clips are in place
and in good condition. Clips which are broken
or missing can lead to chafing of the hoses,
pipes or wiring, which could cause more
serious problems in the future.

3 Carefully check the radiator hoses and
heater hoses along their entire length.
Renew any hose which is cracked, swoilen
or deteriorated. Cracks will show up better if
the hose is squeezed. Pay close attention to
the hose clips that secure the hoses to the
cooling system components. Hose clips can
pinch and puncture hoses, resulting in cooling
system leaks.

4 Inspect all the cooling system components
(hoses, joint faces, etc) for leaks (see Haynes
Hint). Where any problems of this nature are
found on system components, renew the com-
ponent or gasket with reference to Chapter 3.
5 Where applicable, inspect the automatic
transmission fluid cooler hoses for leaks or
deterioration.

6 With the vehicle raised, inspect the petrol
tank and filler neck for punctures, cracks
and other damage. The connection between
the filler neck and tank is especially critical.
Sometimes a rubber filler neck or connecting
hose will leak due to loose retaining clamps or
deteriorated rubber.

7 Carefully check all rubber hoses and metal
fuel lines leading away from the petrol tank.
Check for loose connections, deteriorated
hoses, crimped lines, and other damage.
Pay particular attention to the vent pipes and
hoses, which often loop up around the filler
neck and can become blocked or crimped.
Foliow the lines to the front of the vehicle,
carefully inspecting them all the way. Renew
damaged sections as necessary.

8 From within the engine compartment, check
the security of all fuel hose attachments and pipe
unions, and inspect the fuel hoses and vacuum
hoses for kinks, chafing and deterioration.

9 Where applicable, check the condition of
the power steering fluid hoses and pipes.

Auxiliary drivebelt check

1 Apply the handbrake, then jack up the front
of the vehicle and support it on axle stands
(see Jacking and vehicle support).

2 Using a socket on the crankshaft pulley
bolt, turn the engine slowly clockwise so
that the full length of the auxiliary drivebelt
¢an be examined. Look for cracks, splitting
and fraying on the surface of the belt; check

A leak in the cooling system will usually
show up as white- or rust-coloured
- deposits on the area adjoining the leak.

also for signs of glazing (shiny patches) and
separation of the belt plies. Use a mirror to
check the underside of the drivebelt (see
illustration). If damage or wear is visible, or if
there are traces of oil or grease on it, the belt
should be renewed (see Section 286).

9 Antifreeze check

2
1 The cooling system should be filled with the
recommended G12 antifreeze and corrosion
protection fluid - do not mix this antifreeze
with any other type. Over a period of time, the
concentration of fluid may be reduced due to
topping-up (this can be avoided by topping-
up with the correct antifreeze mixture ~ see
Specifications) or fluid loss. If loss of coolant
has been evident, it is important to make the
necessary repair before adding fresh fluid.
2 With the engine cold, carefully remove the
cap from the expansion tank. If the engine is
not completely cold, place a cloth rag over the
cap before removing it, and remove it slowly
to allow any pressure to escape.
3 Antifreeze checkers are available from
car accessory shops. Draw some coolant
from the expansion tank and observe how
many plastic balls are floating in the checker.
Usually, 2 or 3 balls must be floating for the
correct concentration of antifreeze, but follow
the manufacturer’s instructions.
4 If the concentration is incorrect, it will be

8.2 Checking the underside of the auxiliary
drivebelt with a mirror

necessary to either withdraw some coolant
and add antifreeze, or alternatively drain
the old coolant and add fresh coolant of the
correct concentration (see Section 31).

1 Check the entire brake hydraulic circuit
for leaks and damage. Start by checking the
master cylinder in the engine compartment. At
the same time, check the vacuum servo unit
and ABS units for signs of fluid leakage.

2 Raise the front and rear of the vehicle and
support it on axle stands (see Jacking and
vehicle support). Check the rigid hydraulic
brake lines for corrosion and damage.

3 At the front of the vehicle, check that the
flexible hydraulic hoses to the calipers are not
twisted or chafing on any of the surrounding
suspension components. Turn the steering on
full lock to make this check. Also check that
the hoses are not brittle or cracked.

4 Lower the vehicle to the ground after
making the checks.

11 Headlight beam adjustment &\

1 Accurate adjustment of the headlight beam
is only possible using optical beam-setting
equipment, and this work should therefore
be carried out by a Skoda dealer or service
station with the necessary facilities.

2 Basic adjustments can be carried out in an
emergency, and further details are given in
Chapter 12.

12 Pollen filter element renewal 3.

1 The pollen filter is located on the heater
assembly, and is removed into the passenger
footwell -~ on RHD models it is on the left-hand
side, and on LHD models it is on the right-
hand side.

2 Reach under the glovebox, and press back
the retaining catches of the pollen filter.

3 Withdraw the filter downwards from the heater
assembly, and remove from inside the car.

4 Separate the filter from the frame.

5 Fit the new filter to the frame, then insert it
into the heater assembly until the catches lock
the frame.

13 Manual tran‘sﬁiiséioﬁ' -
_ oilleveicheck

1 Park the car on a level surface. For
improved access to the filler/level plug, apply
the handbrake, then jack up the front of the
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15.1 Check the condition of the driveshaft
gaiters (arrowed)

vehicle and support it on axle stands (see
Jacking and vehicle support), but note that
the rear of the vehicle should also be raised to
ensure an accurate level check. The oil level
must be checked before the car is driven, or
at least 5 minutes after the engine has been
switched off. If the oil is checked immediately
after driving the car, some of the oil will
remain distributed around the transmission
components, resulting in an inaccurate level
reading.

2 As applicable, undo the retaining screws
and remove the engine undershield(s). Wipe
clean the area around the transmission filler/
level plug which is situated in the following
location:

a) 1.2 litre engines and 1.4 litre DOHC
engines (02T transmission) — the filler/level
plug is situated on the rear, inner face of
the transmission, above the engine rear
mounting/torque link.

b} 1.4 litre OHY engines (002 transmission)

- the filler/level plug is situated on the

front, left-hand end of the transmission.
3 The oil level should reach the Jower edge
of the filler/level hole. A certain amount of
oil will have gathered behind the filler/level
plug, and will trickle out when it is removed;
this does not necessarily indicate that the
tevel is correct. To ensure that a true level is
established, wait until the initial trickle has
stopped, then add oil as necessary until a
trickle of new oil can be seen emerging. The
level will be correct when the flow ceases; use
only good-quality oil of the specified type.
4 if the transmission has been overfilled so
that oil flows out when the filler/level plug is

16.4 Check for wear in the hub bearings
by grasping the wheel and trying to rock it

removed, check that the car is completely level
(front-to-rear and side-to-side), and allow the
surplus to drain off into a suitable container.

5 When the oil level is correct, refit the filler/
level plug and tighten it to the specified torque.
Wipe off any spilt oil then refit the engine
undershield(s), tighten the retaining screws
securely, and lower the car to the ground.

14 Underbody protection check o\,
X
X

Raise and support the vehicle on axle stands
(see Jacking and vehicle support). Using an
electric torch or lead light, inspect the entire
underside of the vehicle, paying particular
attention to the wheel arches. Look for any
damage to the flexible underbody coating,
which may crack or flake off with age, leading
to corrosion. Also check that the wheel arch
liners are securely attached with any clips
provided ~ if they come loose, dirt may get in
behind the liners and defeat their purpose. If
there is any damage to the underseal, or any
corrosion, it should be repaired before the
damage gets too serious.

15 Driveshaft check g%
N
1 With the vehicle raised and securely
supported on stands, slowly rotate the
roadwheel. Inspect the condition of the
outer constant velocity (CV) joint rubber
gaiters, squeezing the gaiters to open out
the folds. Check for signs of cracking, splits
or deterioration of the rubber, which may
aliow the grease to escape, and lead to water
and grit entry into the joint. Also check the
security and condition of the retaining clips.
Repeat these checks on the inner joints (see
illustration). If any damage or deterioration
is found, the gaiters should be renewed (see
Chapter 8).
2 At the same time, check the general
condition of the CV joints themselves by
first holding the driveshaft and attempting
to rotate the wheel. Repeat this check
by holding the inner joint and attempting
to rotate the driveshaft. Any appreciable
movement indicates wear in the joints, wear
in the driveshaft splines, or a loose driveshaft
retaining nut.

16 Steering and - 2
suspension check Q‘%

1 Raise the front and rear of the vehicle, and
securely support it on axle stands (see Jacking
and vehicle support).

2 Visually inspect the track rod end balljoint
dust cover, the lower front suspension balijoint
dust cover, and the steering rack-and-pinion

gaiters for splits, chafing or deterioration. Any
wear of these components will cause loss of
lubricant, together with dirt and water entry,
resulting in rapid deterioration of the balljoints
or steering gear.

3 Check the power steering fluid hoses for
chafing or deterioration, and the pipe and
hose unions for fluid leaks. Also check for
signs of fluid leakage under pressure from
the steering gear rubber gaiters, which would
indicate failed fluid seals within the steering
gear.

4 Grasp the roadwheel at the 12 o’clock and
6 o’clock positions, and try to rock it (see
illustration). Very slight free play may be felt,
but if the movement is appreciable, further
investigation is necessary to determine the
source. Continue rocking the wheel while
an assistant depresses the footbrake. If the
movement is now eliminated or significantly
reduced, it is likely that the hub bearings are
at fault. If the free play is still evident with the
footbrake depressed, then there is wear in the
suspension joints or mountings.

5 Now grasp the wheel at the 9 o’clock
and 3 o’clock positions, and try to rock it as
before. Any movement felt now may again
be caused by wear in the hub bearings or
the steering track rod balljoints. If the inner or
outer balljoint is worn, the visual movement
will be obvious.

6 Using a large screwdriver or flat bar, check
for wear in the suspension mounting bushes
by levering between the relevant suspension
component and its attachment point. Some
movement is to be expected as the mountings
are made of rubber, but excessive wear
should be obvious. Also check the condition
of any visible rubber bushes, looking for splits,
cracks or contamination of the rubber.

7 With the car standing on its wheels, have
an assistant turn the steering wheel back-
and-forth about an eighth of a turn each
way. There should be very little, if any, lost
movement between the steering wheel and
roadwheels. If this is not the case, closely
observe the joints and mountings previously
described, but in addition check the steering
column universal joints for wear, and the rack-
and-pinion steering gear itself.

8 Check for any signs of fluid leakage
around the front suspension struts and rear
shock absorber. Should any fluid be noticed,
the suspension strut or shock absorber is
defective internally, and should be renewed.
Note: Suspension struts/shock absorbers
should always be renewed in pairs on the
same axle to ensure correct vehicle handling.
9 The efficiency of the suspension strut/shock
absorber may be checked by bouncing the
vehicle at each corner. Generally speaking,
the body will return to its normal position
and stop after being depressed. If it rises
and returns on a rebound, the suspension
strut/shock absorber is probably suspect.
Examine also the suspension strut/shock
absorber upper and lower mountings for any
signs of wear.




‘INSP service’ —

petrol models 1a.13

&
N
1 The battery is located in the front, left-hand
corner of the engine compartment. Where
a heat protective jacket is fitted, unclip the
cover and remove the jacket to gain access to
the battery {see illustration).

2 Where necessary, open the fuse holder
plastic cover (squeeze together the locking
jugs to release the cover) to gain access to the
battery positive (+) terminal and fuse holder
connections.

3 Check that both battery terminals and all
the fuse holder connections are securely
attached and are free from corrosion. Note:
Before disconnecting the terminals from the
battery, refer to ‘Disconnecting the battery’
in the Reference Chapter at the end of this
manual.

4 Check the battery casing for signs of
damage or cracking and check the battery
retaining clamp bolt is securely tightened. If
the battery casing is damaged in any way the
battery must be renewed (see Chapter 5A).

5 If the vehicle is not fitted with a sealed-
for-life maintenance-free battery, check the
electrolyte level is between the MAX and
MIN level markings on the battery casing. If
topping-up is necessary, remove the battery
{see Chapter 5A) from the vehicle then remove
the cell caps/cover (as applicable). Using
distilled water, top the electrolyte level of each
cell up to the MAX level mark then securely
refit the cell caps/cover. Ensure the battery
has not been overfilled then refit the battery to
the vehicle (see Chapter 5A).

6 Some models are fitted with a battery with
a ‘magic eye’ which shows the state of the
battery and level of electrolyte. The ‘magic
eye’ is located on the top of the battery, near
the negative terminal. If the eye is green, the
battery is in good condition and charged up. If
the eye is black, the battery is flat and should
be charged. If the eye is colourless or yellow,
the electrolyte is low and in a critical condition,
and should be topped-up with distilled water.
If charging the battery does not return the eye
to green, the battery should be scrapped.

7 On completion of the check, clip the cover
securely back onto the fuse holder and close
up the insulator cover (where fitted).

1 Lubricate the hinges of the bonnet, doors
and tailgate with a light generai-purpose oil.
Similarly, lubricate all latches, locks and lock
strikers. At the same time, check the security
and operation of all the locks, adjusting them
if necessary (see Chapter 11).

2 Lightly lubricate the bonnet release
mechanism and cable with a suitable grease.

19 Abagunitcheck

v

Inspect the exterior condition of the
airbag(s) for signs of damage or deterioration.
If an airbag shows signs of damage, it must
be renewed (see Chapter 12). Note that it is
not permissible to attach any stickers to the
surface of the airbag, as this may affect the
deployment of the unit.

|20 Windscreen/tailgate/ o
_ headlightwasher o8

1 Check that each of the washer jet nozzles
are clear and that each nozzle provides a
strong jet of washer fluid.

2 The tailgate jet should be aimed to spray at
the centre of the screen, using a pin.

3 The windscreen washer jet nozzles are
preset by the manufacturer and cannot be
adjusted.

4 The headlight inner jet should be aimed
slightly above the horizontal centreline of the
headlight, and the outer jet should be aimed
slightly below the centreline.

5 Especially during the winter months, make
sure that the washer fluid frost concentration

is sufficient.

This work should be carried out by a Skoda
dealer or diagnostic specialist using special
equipment. The diagnostic socket is located
behind a hinged cover beneath the driver’s
side of the facia.

1 Check the operation of the sunroof, and
leave it in the fully open position.

2 Wipe clean the guide rails on each side
of the sunroof opening, then apply lubricant
to them. Skoda recommend using lubricant
spray G 052 778.

Instruments
and electrical equipment

1 Check the operation of all instruments
and electrical equipment including the air
conditioning system.

2 Make sure that all instruments read correctly,

17.1 Removing the battery cover

and switch on all electrical equipment in turn,
to check that it functions properly.

Steering and suspension

3 Check for any abnormalities in the steering,
suspension, handling or road ‘feel’.

4 Drive the vehicle, and check that there
are no unusual vibrations or noises which
may indicate wear in the driveshafts, wheel
bearings, etc.

5 Check that the steering feels positive, with
no excessive ‘sloppiness’, or roughness,
and check for any suspension noises when
cornering and driving over bumps.

Drivetrain

6 Check the performance of the engine, clutch
(where applicable), gearbox/transmission and
driveshatfts.

7 Listen for any unusual noises from the
engine, clutch and gearbox/transmission.

8 Make sure the engine runs smoothly at idle,
and there is no hesitation on accelerating.

9 Check that, where applicable, the clutch
action is smooth and progressive, that the
drive is taken up smoothly, and that the pedal
travel is not excessive. Also listen for any
noises when the clutch pedal is depressed.
10 On manual gearbox models, check that
all gears can be engaged smoothly without
noise, and that the gear lever action is smooth
and not abnormally vague or ‘notchy’.

11 On automatic transmission models, make
sure that all gearchanges occur smoothly,
without snatching, and without an increase in
engine speed between changes. Check that
all the gear positions can be selected with the
vehicle at rest. If any problems are found, they
should be referred to a Skoda dealer.

12 Listen for a metallic clicking sound from
the front of the vehicle, as the vehicle is driven
slowly in a circle with the steering on full-lock.
Carry out this check in both directions. If a
clicking noise is heard, this indicates wear in a
driveshaft joint, in which case renew the joint
if necessary.

Braking system

13 Make sure that the vehicle does not pull
to one side when braking, and that the wheels
do not lock when braking hard.

14 Check that there is no vibration through
the steering when braking.
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15 Check that the handbrake operates
correctly without excessive movement of the
lever, and that it holds the vehicle stationary
on a slope.

16 Test the operation of the brake servo unit
as follows. With the engine off, depress the
footbrake four or five times to exhaust the
vacuum. Hold the brake pedal depressed,
then start the engine. As the engine starts,
there should be a noticeable ‘give’ in the
brake pedal as vacuum builds-up. Allow

the engine to run for at least two minutes,
and then switch it off. If the brake pedal is
depressed now, it should be possible to
detect a hiss from the servo as the pedal
is depressed. After about four or five
applications, no further hissing should be
heard, and the pedal should feel considerably
harder.

17 Under controlled emergency braking, the
pulsing of the ABS unit must be felt at the
footbrake pedal.

Every 40 000 miles or 4 years

Exhaust emissions check

18 Although not part of the manufacturer’s
maintenance schedule, this check will normally
be carried out on a regular basis according to
the country the vehicle is operated in. Currently
in the UK, exhaust emissions testing is
included as part of the annual MOT test after
the vehicle is 3 years old. In Germany the test
is made when the vehicle is 3 years old, then
repeated every 2 years.

24 Air filter element renewal

iy

1.2 litre engines

1 The air filter element is incorporated into the
engine top cover.

2 On engine code AWY, disconnect the
inlet hose from the lock carrier on the front
of the engine compartment, then lift the
engine top cover from the rubber grommets
and disconnect the vacuum and crankcase
ventilation hoses (see illustrations).

24.2a Disconnecting the vacuum hose . . .

3 On engine codes AZQ and BME, lift the
engine top cover from the rubber grommets,
disconnect the crankcase ventilation hose by
compressing the adapter, then disconnect the
vacuum hose.

4 With the top cover upside down on the
bench, undo the screws and remove the
cover, then withdraw the air filter element (see
illustrations).

5 Fit the new air filter element, ensuring that
the edges are securely seated.

6 Refit the cover and tighten the screws.

7 Reconnect the hoses then press the top
cover into the rubber grommets. Reconnect
the inlet hose on engine code AWY,

24.2b ... and crankcase ventilation hose

1.4 litre

OHV engines

8 Undo the screws and lift the cover from
the air filter housing located on the left-hand
rear corner of the engine compartment (see
illustration).

9 Note how the element is fitted, then remove
it {see illustration).

10 Remove any debris and wipe clean the
interior of the housing.

11 Fit the new air filter element in position,
ensuring that the edges are securely seated.
12 Refit the cover and secure with the
screws.

24.4a Undo the screws ...

24.4b ... and release the clips to remove the air filter housing . ..

24.4¢ ... then remove the air filter element ~

1.2 litre engines




Every 40 000 miles -

petrol models 1a.15

24.8a Undo the screws ...

DOHC engines

13 The air filter element is incorporated into
the engine top cover.

14 Lift the engine top cover from the rubber
grommets and disconnect the hoses as
necessary.

15 With the top cover upside down on the
bench, undo the screws and remove the
cover, then withdraw the air filter element and
gasket. Check the gasket for condition and
renew if necessary.

16 Fit the gasket and the new air filter
element, ensuring that the edges are securely
seated.

17 Refit the cover and tighten the screws.

18 Reconnect the hoses then press the top
cover into the rubber grommets.

25 Spark plug renewal o
XN
XD

1 The correct functioning of the spark plugs
is vital for the correct running and efficiency of
the engine. It is essential that the plugs fitted
are appropriate for the engine (a suitable type
is specified at the beginning of this Chapter).
If this type is used and the engine is in good
condition, the spark plugs should not need
attention between scheduled renewal intervals.
Spark plug cleaning is rarely necessary, and
should not be attempted unless specialised
equipment is available, as damage can easily
be caused to the firing ends.

25.3a Use a bent rod to release the HT
coils...

24.8b ... and remove the cover...

1.2 litre engine

2 Remove the engine top cover.

3 The HT coils must now be pulled from the
tops of the spark plugs. Skoda technicians
use a special tool to do this as the coils are
very tight in their holders, however, a length
of strong welding rod or similar, bent at right-
angles at one end, will do the task. Hook the
rod under the wiring connector/HT coil then
pull directly upwards (see illustrations).

1.4 litre engine

OHV engines

4 Remove the engine top cover.

5 Disconnect the wiring from the HT coil
module located on the front of the engine.

6 Undo the screws and carefully pull the
module from the tops of the spark plugs.

Engine codes BBY and BBZ

7 Remove the engine top cover. The HT
coils must now be pulled from the tops of
the spark plugs. Skoda technicians use a
special tool to do this as the coils are very
tight in their holders, however, a length of
strong welding rod or similar, bent at right-
angles at one end, will do the task. Hook the
rod under the wiring connector/HT coil then
pull directly upwards (see illustrations 25.3a
and 25.3b).

Engine codes AUA and AUB

8 Remove the engine top cover. Disconnect
the HT leads from the spark plugs, taking care
to pull on the connectors and not the leads.

24.9 ... then remove the air filter element

All engines

9 It is advisable fo remove the dirt from the
spark plug recesses using a clean brush,
vacuum cleaner or compressed air before
removing the plugs, to prevent dirt dropping
into the cylinders.

10 Unscrew the plugs using a spark plug
spanner, suitable box spanner or a deep
socket and extension bar (see illustration).
Keep the socket aligned with the spark plug —
if it is forcibly moved to one side, the ceramic
insulator may be broken off. The use of a
universal joint socket will be helpful. As each
plug is removed, examine it as follows.

11 Examination of the spark plugs will give a
good indication of the condition of the engine.
If the insulator nose of the spark plug is clean
and white, with no deposits, this is indicative
of a weak mixture or too hot a plug (a hot plug
transfers heat away from the electrode slowly,
a cold plug transfers heat away quickly).

12 If the tip and insulator nose are covered
with hard black-looking deposits, then this is
indicative that the mixture is too rich. Should
the plug be black and oily, then it is likely that
the engine is fairly worn, as well as the mixture
being too rich.

13 If the insulator nose is covered with
light tan to greyish-brown deposits, then
the mixture is correct and it is likely that the
engine is in good condition,

14 The spark plug electrode gap is of
considerable importance as, if it is too large
or too small, the size of the spark and its
efficiency will be seriously impaired. On

25.3b ... then remove them from the
cylinder head

25.10 Removing the spark plugs -
1.2 litre engines
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25.15a If single electrode plugs are being
fitted, check the electrode gap using a
feeler gauge . . .

engines fitted with multi-electrode spark
plugs, it is recommended that the plugs are
renewed rather than attempting to adjust the
gaps. On other spark plugs, the gap should
be set to the value given by the manufacturer.
15 To set the gap on single electrode plugs,
measture it with a feeler blade and then bend
open, or closed, the outer plug electrode
untif the correct gap is achieved. The centre
elec